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* NEWSLETTER

Now that we've crossed the half-way mark for

Mid-2025 Review: Building Positive BiLL it's time to take stock. Tourism recovery
- has maintained momentum, with Greater Mekong

Momentum for Mekong Tourism Sub-Region (GMS) countries reporting solid
growth in both arrivals and revenue.

Viet Nam recorded 10.7 million international visitors during January-June, with tourism-related revenues
estimated at USD 15.6 billion, supported by a strong domestic travel base. Thailand welcomed over 16
million international tourists in the same period, generating more than USD 23 billion in revenue while
strategically targeting high-value, long-haul markets.

Tourism growth has extended to other Mekong countries as well. Cambodia recorded an increase of 6.2%
year-on-year, with over 3.36M international visitors arriving between January and June. Lao PDR also saw
a notable increase in international arrivals-an 11% year-on-year rise with more than 2.35M tourists
arriving in the first half of the year.

Tourism growth across the GMS in the first half of 2025 reflects strong momentum in the region. As we
look ahead, MTCO remains committed to fostering shared prosperity, inclusivity, and resilience for all
communities-working toward a tourism future that benefits the entire Greater Mekong Subregion.

Regional Spotlight: Phong Nha - Ke Bang & Hin Nam No

Straddling the border between Viet Nam and Lao PDR, Phong
Nha - Ke Bang and Hin Nam No National Parks have become
the first transboundary World Heritage site of the two countries.
This karst landscape of striking caves and rich biodiversity not
only showcases natural beauty but also symbolizes the deep
cultural and conservation partnership between the two Mekong
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https://news.tuoitre.vn/vietnam-welcomes-nearly-107-million-international-tourists-in-h1-2025-103250706103852367.htm
https://www.unr.edu/nevada-today/news/2024/mekong-ghost-reappears
https://www.travelweekly-asia.com/Destination-Travel/Thai-tourism-generates-23-billion-in-first-half
https://laotiantimes.com/2025/07/29/laos-draws-2-3-million-visitors-midway-through-2025/#google_vignette
https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/news/asean/40052600
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Vientiane's Bus Rapid Transit Hue draws tourists with heritage Thailand unites to drive sustainable

Service set to begin trial and green tourism push tourism goals towards 2030
operations by end of August

Vientiane's BRT service is Hue is promoting environmentally The Tourism Authority of Thailand
scheduled to begin trial operations friendly experiences such as and 20 public/private sector partners
free of charge for three months by cycling tours to Phuoc Tich ancient formally agreed to accelerate

the end of August, with the system village and visits to traditional progress toward Sustainable Tourism
becoming fully operational by the garden houses in Kim Longand  Goals (STGs) by 2030. Read more
end of 2025. Read more Thuy Bieu villages. Read more

Upcoming Festivals

23 August

Rice Growing & Boat Racing Festival, Lao PDR.

Held in Luang Prabang, this vibrant celebration honours ancestors
and gives thanks for the rice harvest. The festival features traditional
offerings and cultural rituals, alongside thrilling longboat races on

4 the Nam Khan River, drawing locals and visitors to witness the
Photo credit: Office Holidays L td. Spirited com pet|t|0n (Asian Trai |Sl

19 August - 6 September

Hungry Ghost Festival, Phuket, Thailand.

A colourful, important event for Phuket's local Hokkien Chinese
community, the Por Tor Festival is a month-long celebration that
honours the dead. Known locally as The Hungry Ghost Festival, it
allows the island's Thai-Chinese inhabitants to pay tribute to their
ancestors through a variety of merit-making ceremonies. -
( Fa nC |u bTh ai |a nd) Photo credit: Fan Club Thailand/ Shutterstock

29 August

Qixi Festival, China PR.

Both Yunnan and Guangxi celebrate “Chinese Valentine's Day", with
activities displaying traditional Chinese clothing and reproducing
ancient coming-of-age ceremonies — an ancient tradition that
shows no sign of slowing down! (China Highlights)

Photo Xinhua News



https://laotiantimes.com/2025/07/07/vientianes-bus-rapid-transit-service-set-to-begin-trial-operations-by-end-of-august/
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/hue-draws-tourists-with-heritage-and-green-tourism-push-post322176.vnp
https://www.tatnews.org/2025/07/thailand-unites-to-drive-sustainable-tourism-goals-towards-2030/
https://www.asiantrails.travel/destinations/laos-events/
https://fanclubthailand.co.uk/por-tor-hungry-ghost-festival-phuket/
https://www.chinahighlights.com/festivals/double-seventh-festival.htm

News from the Greater Mekong Subregion

Cambodia

» Siem Reap airport to add Qatar Airways, IndiGo, Eastar Jet and Firefly
Airlines — eyes tourism boost. Read more

* Cambodia and Lao PDR agreed to boost tourism cooperation and ease
cross-border travel under the 2022 MoU. Read more

Photo credit: Asian

China PR

« Dali, Yunnan has been named an International Wetland City,
highlighting its efforts in sustainable development and wetland
conservation. Read more

» Viet Nam-Yunnan rail tourism sees strong growth, with group travel
via cross-border rail routes becoming increasingly popular.
Read more
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Lao PDR

« Viet Nam and Lao PDR introduced LamoPay as a boost to digital trade,
tourism. Read more

* Lao PDR's Hin Nam No National Park Officially Becomes its 4th
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Read more
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Myanmar

» Myanmar is preparing to showcase Myitkyina, Kachin State, as the
City of Charm at the 22nd China-ASEAN Expo this September.
Read more

== » Bagan tourism remains stable, peaks on public holidays, even in
“Photo credit: Wikimedia Commons] Mohigan face Of monsoon SIOWdown Read more

Thailand

» Thailand has delayed its planned tourist entry fee to mid-2026 to
upport tourism growth and enhance visitor experience. Read more

» Thai govt has launched Coral College, a bilingual e-learning platform
promoting safe and sustainable marine tourism, starting in Phuket.
Read more

Viet Nam

« Viet Nam's tourism sector gets high-tech makeover — complete
with virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) — to woo global
travellers. Read more

_ » Viet Nam'’s great provincial merger: What Resolution 60
oo Implementation means for tourists. Read more

This publication is produced by the Mekong Tourism Coordinating Office (MTCO) www.mekongtourism.org



https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501721318/siem-reap-airport-to-add-4-new-airlines-eyes-tourism-boost/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501724196/kingdom-laos-to-enhance-cross-border-tourism/
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202507/26/WS68841b52a310ad07b5d921dc.html
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/vietnam-yunnan-rail-tourism-sees-strong-growth-post321912.vnp
https://asianews.network/laos-vietnam-launch-e-wallet-to-boost-digital-trade-tourism/
https://laotiantimes.com/2025/07/14/laos-hin-nam-no-national-park-officially-becomes-a-laos-4th-unesco-world-heritage-site/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/myantrade-holds-coord-meeting-to-promote-myitkyina-as-city-of-charm-at-22nd-caexpo/
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/visitor-arrival-to-bagan-is-still-normal-but-rises-on-public-holidays/
https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/now-thailand-postpones-global-tourist-entry-fee-affecting-visitors-to-bangkok-phuket-chiang-mai-and-more/
https://www.tatnews.org/2025/07/tat-launches-coral-college-project-to-promote-safe-and-sustainable-marine-tourism/
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/vietnams-tourism-sector-gets-high-tech-makeover-to-woo-global-travellers-post322810.vnp
https://vietcetera.com/en/the-great-provincial-merger-what-you-need-to-know

