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Activity report 
November 2010-May 2011

1. Mid termreview

2. Tourismdevelopmentnetwork meetings

3. Mekongtourismwebsite

4. E-guide to responsibletourismin the GMS

5. Projectsupdate
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1. GMS TSS Mid term review

17 January 2011

the 6 Ministers of  

Tourism 

unanimously 

endorsed 

the GMS TSS mid 

term review and 

Road Map 2011-

2015
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2005-2010 

significant progress

· Improved connectivity

·Numerous projects at national 
level

·Continuous  strong political 
support 

·Growing political awareness 
towards environmental and 
social sustainability  

·On going process to improve 
investment policies and 
regulations (Lao  Marketing 
Tourism Board)

2011-2015 

Remaining challenges

·Approach to tourism development needs 

to be more inclusive if  to be sustainable

·Adopt more widely responsible practices 

and new IT

·Achieve a more equitable distribution

· Increase safeguards to protect natural 

/cultural heritage and vulnerable groups,

·Better monitoring of  PPT impact

·Facilitate investment for MSMEs

·Build small infrastructures benefiting the 

poor

·Ease land border visa processing

1. Mid term review



Mid term review: recommendations 

Strategic directions

·Adopt a spatial inclusive 

approach  integrating soft 

components (Sustainable tourism 

development pillars) with 

infrastructure works

·Consolidate the 7 strategic 

programs into 3,

·and the 13 priority zones into 7

·Mekong river as the core priority 

area articulated around thematic 

circuits linking natural and cultural 

heritage/destinations

Institutional arrangements

·Enhance subregional and national 

implementation arrangements

· Increased support from countries 

·Provide MTCO with a legal status 

·Facilitate monitoring & evaluation 

·Develop further multi stakeholders 

tourism marketing & development 

consultations

·Mobilise resources 



Mid Term review: Road Map 2011-2015
2. Pro-poor, Sustainable

Tourism Development 

Program
1. Tourism-related Human

Resource Development 

Program

3. SubregionalMarketing 

and Product Development 

Program

2.1 Safeguard heritage 
sites and vulnerable 
groups from the 
negative impacts of 
tourism

3.1 Develop market 
research and harmonize 
arrivals statistics

1.1 Tourism HRD planning 
and capacity building for mid 
and senior level officials at 
the national and provincial 
level

2.2 Develop pro -poor
tourism products and 
services in destinations 
and along multi -country 
circuits

2.4 Promote private 
sector participation and 
partnerships in 
sustainable tourism 
development

2.3 Develop pro poor 
tourism related 
infrastructure

1.2 Capacity building of 
tourism and hospitality 
vocational training 
institutions trainers in 
destinations

3.3 Multi -country product
development and 
improvement of the 
quality of tourist facilities 
and services 

3.2 Joint marketing of 
multi -country Mekong 
branded nature and 
culture circuits

1.3 Upgrade tourism 
training facilities and 
equipment at vocational 
training institutions

3.4 Facilitating Cross Border 
Travel



Road Map 2011-15

Priority zones

Mekong River Discovery trail

Ç River by segment

Mekong by the Sea

ÇSouthern economic corridor

Mekong heritage trails

Ç EWEC + Heritage necklace

Mekong Karst lands
ÇNorthern Laos/VN, 

ÇGuangxi, 

Çcentral VN/ Laos 

Mekong Tea Horse trail
ÇNorth South Economic Corridor,

ÇGolden Quadrangle

In the Steps of  Shiva and Lord 

Buddha



2. Tourism development network: 

Objectives

·To initiate a platform of  exchange on tourism development 

projects; experience sharing, project updates

·To  stimulate synergies, complementarities 

·To foster collaboration between development partners, and 

or PPP and pursue

·To identify common issues allowing to address these better 

as a group

·To identify areas remaining to be covered

·To gather the information necessary for MTCO monitoring 

of  GMS TSS. 8



Tourism development network meetings 

Cambodia: 3 meetings organised, last June 2010, next 
July 2011, 9 fact sheets on mekongtourism.org 

Lao PDR: November 2010, the meeting involved 
private sector & initiated a partnership

· 13 projects now displayed on mekongtourism.org 

Viet Nam: 4th meeting in May 2011, the EC has taken 
and there is good chance this will be a regular 
ongoing process under VNAT chair
· 13 projects displayed on mekongtourism.org 
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3. Mekong tourism website
revamped
ü New design
ü New sections

ü Development projects
ü Business opportunities
ü Resource Knowledge center on STD
ü Statistics

.
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Mekong tourism website: 
country projects
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Mekong tourism website: 
Business framework
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Mekong tourism website: 
Market Place



Mekong tourism website: 
Sustainable Resource Knowledge Center 
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Mekong tourism website: 
Sustainable Resource Knowledge Center  
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Mekong tourism website: 
Sustainable Resource Knowledge Center 



4. Eguide to Mekong Responsible Tourism 

·Development of  Yunnan / 
Guangxi, Myanmar & 
Thailand sections

·Communication campaign 
when launched, application 
for Awards 

·Partnership links with other 
English and French 
languages sites related to 
sustainable tourism 
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·Upgrade of  existing website 

www.mekongresponsibletouri

sm.org

·Update and increase three 

existing destinations; 

Cambodia, Laos, Viet Nam

·PDF version 

·French version

·Search for funding for a 

korean & japanese version 

http://www.mekongresponsibletourism.org/
http://www.mekongresponsibletourism.org/
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4. Eguide to Mekong 
Responsible Tourism : 
Home page
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4. Eguide to MRT:

- what to do
- Where to sleep
- Where to shop
- What to eat



Funding of priority projects
Tourism & Biodiversity
ÅEOC/BCI phase 2 in Cambodia, 

Laos, Viet Nam 

PPT
o ADB/ JFPR in KamnpongThom

Cambodiastarted

o EU-ESRT projectin Viet Nam 

started

o STDP in Viet Nam and Lao PDR 

includes some components related 

to this project

o NZ Aid Lao project in 5 provinces 

approved 

HRD 

·ILO in Viet Nam

·AFD in Cambodia

·Lux development in Lao 
PDR

·STDP components in Viet 
Nam & Lao PDR

Corridors

·STDP in Laos and Viet Nam 

work on EWEC and NSEC

·Numerous projects on SEC
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Other updates:
CBT training for Myanmar by CBT ðI funded by Thailand

·23rd to 28th January, 2011, a very interactive intense learning 28 

tourism professionals

·From theory to implementation with field visits in Thailand
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Other updates:

22

Train for Trade; Sustainable tourism for development in the 

destinations funded by France 

·21 - 25 February 2011: training of  28 middle level officials from 

Cambodia (24 PTD, 4 MoT) on how to optimise local economic 

development from tourism in other sectors 

·Continuation in Cambodia and possibly in Laos under 

consideration.



THE END, MY FRIENDS

23


